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One of the most wonderful things about teaching music is the way in which it naturally 

lends itself to multi-media forms of presentation. My classes are always comprised of an 

assemblage of text, audio, and video examples. When paired with a regular switching between 

more formal ‘lecture’ approaches to teaching new material and informal discussion-based 

approaches to collective application of that material, this proves for a highly varied array of 

teaching methodologies. Having the facility to shift gears between these approaches allows me to 

maintain a high level of engagement throughout my classes.  

I encourage my students to approach their assignments through a similar multi-media lens 

to my class structure. I prefer to assess students through reflective assignments on class content 

and extended projects on topics of their own choosing rather than through examinations and 

quizzes. To me, it is more important that students can apply their knowledge to support their 

unique, personal ideas instead of simply recalling information in parrot fashion for a soulless, 

memory-oriented test. As a result, I have had many extremely effective assignments in the forms 

of presentations, documentaries, performances, musical compositions, traditional prose, and 

combinations of these formats. Reciprocally engaging with students through such multi-media 

formats not only encourages creative thinking, but also advocates for inclusivity amongst a range 

of both artistic and intellectual learning preferences.  

I endeavor to give my students as many opportunities as possible to apply their 

knowledge in class through a plethora of approaches to class discussion. This involves open 

conversation on case studies and topics; breakout groups where representatives of each group 

then relay the findings of group discussion to the whole class; group quizzes and pin-boards 

using apps students can access on their phones and laptops; and one-to-one office hours. This 

advocates for a varied, inclusive scope of contribution to the class for students with less 
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confidence and/or experience in demonstrating their knowledge in a group setting, giving them 

the opportunity to make their voices heard in more confidential and anonymous scenarios.  

Perhaps the most useful skill of all in developing a successful artistic practice is curiosity. 

By having a continually vested interest in artistic work and social issues outside of our own 

spheres of comfort, we are continually able to develop and refine the personal tastes and 

aesthetics which define our art. It is my belief that the best way to understand and learn from a 

text is through a process of socially-informed evaluation. I make it clear to my students that 

although it is my job as course leader to structure and co-ordinate the syllabus, they are still 

strongly encouraged to question the course content and the way in which I teach it. Such 

instances of students questioning my curriculum often results in ideas and discourses I had not 

considered before, which subsequently make their way into future iterations of the course. This 

allows me to reflectively develop my own teaching practice through inclusive, cumulative 

student engagement and participation beyond the confines of the syllabus. 

I aim for my classes to be a stimulating, engaging space for all students who choose to 

take them, with entry points to the material that cater for all backgrounds and styles of learning. 

As a result, I have had many students from disciplines both within and outside of music stay in 

contact with me and/or take time to stop by and say hello when they see me on campus. The best 

students I have ever had are the ones that have reached a point where they can effectively 

critique my discourse and pedagogy. They have internalized my teaching to the point where they 

do not need me to help them, at which point we become colleagues. It is these long-lasting 

relationships with the next generation of thinkers that are, for me, the indicator of true success as 

a pedagogue; that one has made enough of a difference in a person’s thinking that they continue 

to recall your contribution to their evolving ideologies long after they have left your classroom. 


