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Program Note:

In many ways, this piece is a hommage to the late, great Derek Bourgeois (1941-2017)

- a composer who, despite his comparatively small catalogue for the medium,
made an enourmously original contribution to the brass band repertoire with his witty
and satirical style. No 'true’ quotations are made in this piece, however it contains
many obvious tips of the hat to some of Bourgeois' classics such as Blitz (1980), The Devil
and the Deep Blue Sea (1993), Concerto for Band No. 1 (1972/99), and Concerto Grosso (1980).

Running as one continuous movement, this piece is primarily comprised of both 'tango-'
and 'march-' influenced themes (and one very cheesy 'romanza' theme) infused into one-
another. It also references the typical baroque Concerto Grosso format, with all members of
the sextet having moments to shine as soloists alongside polyphonic soli sections and tutti
ripieno parts. The ensemble is often split into two groups playing against each-other (typically
cornets and horn vs trombone, euph, and bass) and accompanying solo lines. As a tour-de-
force piece for any brass ensemble, this composition requires true virtuosic playing
from all members of the group.

Finally, this piece is written as a response to the conservative ideologies which have become
increasingly prominent in the British brass band scene in recent years - ideologies firmly rooted
in traditionalism and programmatic repertoire. Granted, this has seen the revival of man
neglected masterpieces for the movement alongside the composition of many highly entertaining
and cohesive programmes. However, the implications that such ideologies may have on young,
emerging composers is little discussed. This piece represents an internal dialogue within
my own aesthetic as a composer; the dissonant tango themes relate to my more
experimental work, the Derek Bourgeois-inspired march themes paying hommage to past
influences, and the disruptive, syrupy romanza theme being a sort of music I often feel
pressured to write when approaching the brass band medium. Continually juxtaposed
against one-another, these ideas continually fight for dominance across the duration of the work.

Ensemble Requirements:

Both cornets, euphonium, and tenor horn will require a metal straight mute.
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